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Jockeying for political pisition among the various presidential aspirants
continucs within the Pric administration. According to source, it is the )
policy of Presiient Cerics Prio Socarras to keep the opposition divided by '
permitting no one Iepublican or Cuben Hevolutionary Party officisl to gain & :
position of outstanding lwportance., Scurce asserted that Prio will follow

the policy of dividing the elements and ruling them alone,

Antonic Frio, Minister of the Treasury, has hampered the work of ambitious
miniglers and other govermment officisals wherever possible. While Antonlo
Prie wishes to be the Msyor of Habana as it is regarded as the second most
inJduential position in Cubs and also one of the most lucrative, he too is

‘roying with the idea of rumning for president.

As Minister of the Treasury, Antonio Prio has been paying current and past bills
of some of the ministries. However, none of the bills contracted during the
period when 3enator Jose Manuel Aleman was Minister of Hducation are being
pald. Some, but not 211, of the bills incurred by the current Minister of
Lducation, Aureliano Sanchez Arango, are being paid. The purpose of dig-
eriminating sgainst the Minister of fiducation 1s to obscure the reputation

thaet Senchez Arango has mansged to build up since he became Minister of
Edueation. Sanchez Arango is a potentisl presidential candidate.

In the Treasury Department, two groups, the Union Insurrecional Levolucionaria
(UIR) and persons who are associated with the Chief of the Secret Police,
kufemio Fernandes, are beginning to obitain a great number of influential
executive and administrative positions. All these appointments have been
made with the approval of Antomio Prio. However, these appointments heve
created chaos in the Treasury Department and Antonio Prio therefore has
considered resigning as Minister of Treasury in order to assume the post of
Minister of Defense, Any scandals arising in the Ministry of the Treasury
through his miesmenagement might then be attributed to his successor.

Alberto Cruz, the ex-Minister of Communications, has continued his contacts
with both ex~Fresident Grau and President Pric. Cruz, who hopes for & Pric-
Graurapprochement, wishes to become & ilinister in the Pric Cabinet. On

49 March Cruz was reported to be leaning more definitely toward Prio. He
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revealed on that date that he had just received a certain number of Jjobs
that he personally could distribute &s patrgnsge in the Ministry of the .
Treasury, He also received a large number of lottery tickets to distribuie
which would bring hiu 2 regular income. .

The loss of prestige and politicsl girength which Ruben de Leon » Minister

of the Interior, appears to be suffering in Oriente Province has been welcomed
by Representative Rolando Magforrer, a member of the Rspublican Party who was
elected from Oriente Province. Masferrer is a political protege of Wece
President Alonso Pujol who is mational president of the Republican Party. ,
41lthough Pujol may have had s hend in the recent lessing of de lLson's
strength, source reported that President Prio also became involved when

he saw an opportunity to use his influence to weaken de Leon,

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP82-00457R002700120003-0



